Dora Belle Northcutt...an Enigma 

by <F(oyd "Thomas (Pratt T.KC, M.A.g.L 2011 
The problem... 

When researching family histories, one prefers discoveries to have an order. In fact the researcher 
depends on people, place and events to have a logical and precise order. 

Every once in awhile, someone upsets this order and forces researchers like myself to become 
confused and frustrated over the events, which have been discovered or... are in conflict with the 
known facts. 

The birth and parental identity of Dora Belle Northcutt is one such person. 

I was hoping I wouldn't have to write this article and I would discover the truth through hardcore 
research but it looks like if I won't take an interest in her, no one else will. I hope that someday, 
someone who cares, will investigate Dora and find the answers; in the meantime, I will present the 
facts. 

My interest in Dora Belle comes from her marriage to Benjamin Edward Kimberlin on the 14 th of 
May 1899 in Washington County, Missouri. Both were living near Hulsey in Johnson Township at 
the time of their marriage. 

The village of Hulsey was named after Elijah Eli Elias & Sarah Naomi (CHOATE) Hulsey and family 
who had moved into the area in the early 1820's. Hulsey is located near the border of northeastern 
Johnson Township in Washington County and the southern border of Meramec Township in 
Franklin County. 

The Kimberling families are direct ancestors of mine, i.e., Mary (KIMBERLIN) whom married 
Alexander "Alex" R. Pratt are my 2 nd Great Grandparents. Mary is a daughter of Rinard & Frances 
Jane (PETERS) Kimberlin. Therefore, I have a vested research interest in the Kimberlin(g) family. 

Establishing a birthdate... 

The 1900, 1910, 1920 and 1930 census places Benjamin & Dora in Johnson Township, Washington 
County, Missouri. 

However, it is the events prior to this marriage that seem to be in conflict. 

In order to establish a birth date norm, we will take the census data and break it down into the 
Birthblock for Dora. 

1879-1880 Birthblock for Dora Belle Northcutt daughter of [to be determined! 

Date from the 1880 census states she was born [no record] 
Date from the 1900 census states she was born May 1880 in Missouri. 
Date from the 1910 census states she was born 1880 in Missouri. 
Date from the 1920 census states she was born 1880 in Missouri. 
Date from the 1930 census states she was born 1880 in Missouri. 
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Date from the death certificate states she was born 1 September 1879 in Washington County, 
Missouri. 

Date from the headstone states she was born 1879. 
Date from the obituary states she was born 

Date from " History of Benjamin Edward Kimberlin and Family " by Ethel K. Shaffer states she 
was born September 1, 1879. 

As you can see the range of birth is from 1 September 1879 to May of 1880. This in any case 
should reveal her parents in the 1880 census of Johnson Township, Washington County, Missouri. 

The 1880 census of Johnson Township, Washington County, Missouri was taken in the month of 
June. So, any child born in 1879 or May of 1880 should be listed with their parents. 

Since most researchers and like myself assumed that Dora was the child of Samuel Phillip & Mary 
"Polly" Cecilia Josephine (BALDRIDGE) Northcutt, I did not look into her parental background until 
now. (2011) 

After reviewing the evidence I have come to the conclusion that Dora was not their daughter! 

Conflicts and Contradictions 

Since the evidence about Dora is pretty consistent with the September 1879 to May 1880 birthdate 
in all her census records, it would seem logical to establish her appearance in the 1880 census as 
being either 11 months old or 1 month old depending on when she was born for the June 1880 
census date. 

However, I cannot seem to locate a Dora, Belle or D. B. Northcutt in the 1880 census with any 
Northcutt family. 

This can be explained in several ways. Either she was not born before the census date or she was 
not a Northcutt. 

Looking at Dora's alleged father; Samuel Phillip Northcutt, we find him in the 8 th of June 1880 
census living with his widowed mother; Susan (JACKSON) Northcutt in Johnson Townhip, 
Washington County, Missouri, United States and Samuel is age 19 and single !!! 

Looking at Dora's alleged mother; Mary "Polly" "Mollie" Cecilia Josephine (BALDRIDGE), we find 
her living with her widowed mother; Mary Ann (BRYANT) Baldridge and next door to Susan 
(JACKSON) Northcutt at Johnson Township, Washington County, Missouri, United States and her 
future husband; Samuel Phillip Northcutt and Mary is age 20 and single !!! 

In fact, Samuel and Mary (BALDRIDGE) Northcutt did not get married until 1883 ! 
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1883 Marriage of Samuel Phillip Northcutt and Mary "Polly" "Mollie" Cecilia Josephine 
(BALDRIDGE) 

[1] Washington County, Missouri Marriage Record Book Volume "1" 1881-1889, page 124 
Phillip S. Northcut of Johnson Twp., Washington Co., Mo. over 21 ; Mollie Baldridge of Johnson 
Twp., Washington Co., Mo. over 18; 16 November 1883 license; married on 18 November 1883 by 
C. M. Swan, JP at office, Washington Co. 
http://www.vienici.com/moabs/last.asp 

So, how could they be Dora's parents? This leads us to Ben and Dora's daughter; Ethel Mae 
(KIMBERLIN) Shaffer. 

Ethel Mae (KIMBERLIN) Shaffer 

Ethel Mae (KIMBERLIN) was born 20 August 1899 in Algire, Johnson Township, Washington 
County, Missouri. Algire was a hub of commerce in the Johnson Township of Washington County. It 
was also the local post office and most of the mail delivered through Johnson Township came 
through Algire. 

On the 31 st of December 1919, at Union, Union Township, Franklin County, Missouri, Ethel married 
Elmer Webster Shaffer, born 29 May 1889 in Franklin County, Missouri, died 26 June 1983 at 
Farmington, Perry Township, Saint Francois County, Missouri. 

Elmer is the son of Daniel Webster (1852-1934) & Perlina Frances (1858-1943) (HULSEY) Shaffer. 

Evidently, Ethel was interested in her family history and she wrote an article about her father, which 
I will reproduce in its entirety here. 

" History of Benjamin Edward Kimberlin and Family " 

by Ethel K. Shaffer, in possession of compiler, Floyd Thomas Pratt 

Benjamin Edward Kimberlin, son of Jacob and Delilah (HARPER) Kimberlin was born near 
Anthonies Mill, Missouri on July 14, 1870. In early manhood he went to Oklahoma Territory where he 
participated in the historic race for homesteads in 1893 on what was known as the Cherokee Strip 
near Blackwell. He and his brother-in-law Benjamin Pinson, each won a quarter section of land. 

I remember him saying that he spent his last dollar for a horse, which he trained for weeks before 
the race was scheduled, then two days before the big day his horse stepped in a gopher hole and 
sprained a leg so badly he could not run. So, B.E. rode the race on a borrowed horse. He ran twelve 
miles before finding a claim he could stake as his own. 

The first thing you had to do was dismount, drive a stake in the ground, and start an improvement. 
His improvement project was to dig a well. He had quite a hole dug before the next man stopped on 
that section so of course his claim was first and therefore valid. 
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He said the whole country was just a bare prairie till after the race but by sun up the next day there 
was a city of tents including restaurants, lawyers offices, stores, and most important a land office 
where you could stake your claim and get all the necessary legal papers. 

He ate in a tent restaurant where the sand was blowing in on the tables so thick he said "you had to 
scrape the butter before you cut off your slab." He built a 12X14 ft. sod house on his land and then 
came back to Missouri in 1893 and married Nancy (JACKSON) of near Richwoods, Missouri and 
took her back to Oklahoma. 

On April 12, 1894 their first daughter, Hazel Ann, was born in the sod house with only his sister and 
another neighbor in attendance. 

I heard him tell her that the rats in the sod used to kick dirt out on her and they kept her bed in the 
middle of the room to keep the rats from jumping on it. 

They grew corn and wheat and made improvements on the homestead. Ben also hauled lumber for 
the town builders who were building the town of Blackwell by leaps and bounds. 

Their chief entertainment in those days was going to watch the Indian dances. Their war whoops 
would ring out over the prairie and that, linked with the howling of cayotes, was the only sounds they 
knew. Sounds like a small bit of heaven to us in 1960 with the noise of our trains, planes, 
automobiles, and last but not least, television! 

In 1896, Ben sent his wife back to his father's home in Missouri where she gave birth to their 
second daughter, Jessie Delilah, on February 20, 1896. They returned to Oklahoma and in March 
1897, a son was born and named Lester. His mother died when he was ten days old and then little 
Lester died a few weeks later. They are both buried in a cemetery near Blackwell, Oklahoma. 

Left with two little daughters, he brought them back to Missouri by train, to his parents, who with the 
help of his brother Orville and his wife Sadie, took care of them for him while he returned to 
Oklahoma and sold his homestead. 

He loaded his meager possessions into a covered wagon and started back to Missouri. Roads were 
muddy and it was a long journey. Thirty days later he arrived at the home of his parents on Brazil 
Creek. His two little girls had completely forgotten him and he had to get acquainted with them all 
over again. 

After a few months B.E. bought a 240 acre farm on Indian Creek near Algire, Missouri. There were 
no improvements on the land and he soon built a six room house (frame) which was the envy of the 
old timers who mostly lived in log houses. 

This new "modern" structure built by the young handsome widower from Oklahoma, was two stories 
high and painted white with green trim and what was most amazing, the windows were large one 
pane affairs and the living room boasted a double window known as a bay window, which was as 
modern then as our picture windows were when they came out a few years ago. 
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Ben and his two little girls, with his Mother and a hired girl, moved into the new house in 1898 and in 
a few months he married again. 

This bride was Miss Dora Belle (NORTHCUTT), daughter of Rev. B.F. and Celia Northcutt, whose 
farm joined his on the south. 

On August 20, 1899 their first child arrived, Ethel Mae and on May 9, 1902 another daughter was 
born, Myrtle Alice, who died of pneumonia in February 1904 and is buried in the Bryant Cemetery 
one mile south of the home. The family lived at the Indian Creek place until all three daughters were 
married. 

Then in 1923 they traded farms with Mr. William Jackson for his farm on the Meramec River near 
Meramec State Park. They lived on this farm until 1946 when they moved to 228 Watson Road in 
Sullivan, Missouri where they lived the remainder of their lives. 

Dora Belle died July 7, 1953 at the age of 73 and Benjamin Edward died April 16, 1954 at the age 
of 84. Both are buried in Odd Fellows Cemetery in Sullivan, Mo. 

Benjamin Edward Kimberlin born July 14, 1870, died April 16, 1954 

Dora Belle (NORTHCUTT) Kimberlin- born September 1, 1879, died July 7, 1953. 

Benjamin Edward Kimberlin was the son of Jacob, brother of Michael L. Kimberlin. 

Ethel K. Shaffer 1 

When I first read this document, I filed it and thought it was a nice historical piece about the 
Oklahoma theft of the land promised to the American natives by treaty. The treaty stated, "as long 
as the grass grows and the sun shines this land would belong to the native Americans." 

That was until the American Government decided like all the other 100 treaties they broke, to steal 
the land from the natives. When the Americans found gold in Tennessee and Georgia they took the 
land away from the natives, when they found oil in Oklahoma they took the land away from the 
natives. 

But, that's another story. More about American treachery can be found in my book. . ." Henry Pratt 
Family of Greene County, Tennessee " © 2003 by Floyd Thomas Pratt. 

Documentation 

It appears that Ethel, with good intentions, made a great effort in relating her family's history as she 
knew and lived the events. 

However, if the article was written in the 1960's, then she would have been aged 60+ and maybe 
her memory was not the best. 



1 Where I obtained this document I can't recall. Ethel K. Shaffer is Ethel Mae (KIMBERLIN) mentioned above. It appears the document was written circa 1960 as she alludes to this in 
paragraph number five. The document was typed on white paper one and one-half sheet. I have enclosed it here in its entirety for future generations. Floyd Thomas Pratt 
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Several errors are evident in her account. Without taking apart the whole article I want to bring to 
your attention when she stated that Dora Belle Northcutt was the daughter of Rev. B.F. and Cecila 
Northcutt. 

Researched evidence has established that Samuel Phillip Northcutt married Mary "Polly" "Mollie" 
Cecilia (BALDRIDGE) in 1883. 

The question arises... did Ethel make a known mistake about the parents of Dora? 

Rev. B. F. Northcutt 

I can't find a B. F. Northcutt. Checking the Northcutt's all the way back to Samuel & Nancy Sallee 
Northcutt and all the sons born and all the grandsons born I can't find a B. F., which probably stands 
for Benjamin Franklin Northcutt. 

My only explanation is Ethel may have commingled and confused the names. This isn't the only 
time this confusion has taken place. 

On Dora's death certificate, Ethel is the informant and states that Dora's parents were...S. P. 
Northcutt and Celia Bryant. 
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As you can see, when she put S. P. Northcutt as Dora's father; she was referring to Samuel Phillip 
Northcutt, which was in error and she put Celia Bryant as Dora's mother confusing Mary Ann 
(BRYANT)... Celia's mother. 

This is not Ethel's fault; she wrote what she had been told by her mother! 
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Wildcards... 

Therefore, another option as to locating Dora's parents is to wildcard Dora. ..Belle. ..in the 1880 
census and hoping for a hit in the Washington County, Missouri area. 

I found the following... 

Dora B. Evans born 1879 daughter of William M. & Sary A. ( ) Evans in Belgrade Twp, 
Dora Johnston born 1879 daughter of General & Serenia ( ) Johnston in Union Twp, 
Dora Robinson born 1878 daughter of Richard and J. ( ) Robinson in Harmony Twp, 
Dora Woods born 1878 daughter of Paris E. & Ann ( 0 Woods in Walton Twp, 
Dora Lucas born 1876 daughter of Phillip & Mary M. ( ) Lucas in Belgrade Twp, 
Dora Morris born 1876 daughter of Jerry & Josephine ( ) Morris of Walton Twp, 
Belle Gillam born 1878 daughter of B.H. & M. F. Gillam of Harmony Twp, 
Belle Woolford born 1878 daughter of Pratte & Narsis ( ) Woolford of Belgrade Twp, 

Of course, there is no evidence that Dora was born in Washington County and there are an equally 
numbered Dora's and Belle's in same census in surrounding counties. 

At first you might say, well, trace the path of each of those girls listed above and see if you can 
eliminate them due to death, marriage and death of parents or any other event that might discredit 
them as our subject. True... this would decrease the candidates but not give you conclusively the 
parents of our Dora Belle . 

Therefore, my suggestion is to try to locate an adoption record of a Dora Belle ??? 

Since Dora used the name of Northcutt on her marriage license, and we know she was living in the 
Hulsey area by her 1899 marriage date, then maybe her "adopted" name was Northcutt. 

What we do know... 

A girl named Dora Belle was born between 1 September 1879 and May 1880 in Missouri. 

This has been established through census records, headstone information, death certificate and 
family records... all related to others by Dora herself. 

How long she remained unmarried is a good guess. When people did not want secrets about their 
past known, they usually omitted the whole truth or fabricated new truth to hide their past. 

Born in circa 1880 she would have been marrying age at 13 or more, which would have been after 
1893. 

She told her daughter; Ethel she was the daughter of Rev. B. F. & Celia Northcutt. However, no 
evidence as to a Rev. B. F. Northcutt can be found. 
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This confusion is compounded in by her daughter; Ethel as the informant on her death certificate of 
July 1953 and states that Dora's father was S. P. Northcutt and mother was Mary Bryant. 

Ethel writes a family history of her father's activities around the 1960's and stated her mother was 
Miss Dora Belle Northcutt, indicating that Dora was not previously married prior to her marriage to 
Benjamin Edward Kimberlin on the 14 th of May 1899 in Washington County, Missouri. ..as far as 
Ethel knew. 

This is important because, maybe Dora Belle had married a Northcutt before she married 

Benjamin Edward Kimberlin... hence the married name Dora Belle Northcutt. 

After checking the marriage records, I could not find a Dora Belle marrying a Northcutt, but 

then again, I could not check all the surrounding counties either. 

Dora tells her daughter she is the daughter of Samuel Phillip & Mary "Polly" "Mollie" Cecilia 
(BALDRIDGE) Northcutt and the rumor has continued to this day. However, as proven earlier in this 
report, Dora was born 3-4 years before these two married. 

Therefore, either Dora Belle was an orphan of someone else other than a Northcutt and 

Samuel and Mary took her in or Dora Belle was trying to hide her illegitimate heritage. If she was an 
orphan, then why hide her true parentage? Maybe she did not know the truth. 

How long she lived with Samuel and Mary is undetermined and there is no evidence she even lived 
with them. This is due to the void in census data from the 1880 to the 1900 census. And since Dora 
married before 1900 we cannot determine whom she was living with prior to the marriage. 

She could have been taken in after the 1883 marriage of Samuel and Mary "Mollie" or anytime up 
until her marriage in 1899. 

Looking at the 1900 census we see she is living next door to her alleged Uncle William Smith 
Northcutt family at house #179 and way over at house #156 is living her alleged parents; Samuel 
and Mary (BALDRIDGE) Northcutt. 

Since Samuel and Mary are living so far apart from Ben and Dora, checking William Smith & 
Amanda A. (HAYS) Smith family I see they were married in 1876 and could have had a daughter 
born 1879-1880. However, in the 1880 census, they do not have a daughter named Dora or Belle or 
D.B. listed as one of their children. This eliminates them as the parents of Dora. 

Samuel had another brother named John Wesley Northcutt whom married in 1882 to Elizabeth 
(HULSEY) daughter of Charles LeRoy & Eliza Jane (RODERIQUE) Hulsey. 

Since they were married after Dora was born... this eliminates them as Dora's parents. 

This covers all the male children of George W. & Susan Ann (JACKSON) Northcutt's children. 
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Therefore, based on the facts surrounding her life, I cannot bridge her to the Samuel and Mary 
(BALDRIDGE) Northcutt family or any Northcutt family. 

I suspect she was born someone else and as customary to orphans in those days, the family she 
lived with and was raised by gave her the Northcutt name. She could have been an orphan, or 
illegitimate and to verify this I would, as instructing an interested family researcher, check the 
Washington County probate, adoption and court records for any reference to a Dora Belle . 

Also, check the newspapers from 1879-1900 concerning subjects about a Dora Belle who 

was going to live with the Samuel & Mary (BALDRIDGE) Northcutt family. 

Could Dora Belle be an illegitimate daughter of Samuel Phillip Northcutt? Yes, this is another 
possibility. 

In the 1880 census, Samuel is living with his mother and is age 19 and single. Could he have 
fathered a daughter before he married Mary (BALDRIDGE) in 1883? Yes. 

I had another relative who had a similar circumstance. Rev. Albert Paris Missey loved and courted 
Mary (MISSEY) a far distant cousin and wanted to marry her... before and even after she became 
pregnant. How we know these circumstances behind this relationship is... Rev. Albert Paris Missey 
kept a journal and detailed the information for his posterity. 

For reasons unknown, maybe from pressure of both families, she refused to marry Albert and Albert 
later married Mary Jane (STROUP) and raised his illegitimate daughter; Ethel Marie (MISSEY) who 
lived with them until adulthood. 

So, that scenario of Samuel being Dora's legitimate father is another possibility. 

However, Dora should not be listed with Northcutt as a maiden name. There is no proof she ever 
was a Northcutt. 

Dora has perpetuated all this false evidence up to now on what has been revealed about her, 
including census, family records and hearsay evidence through her daughter, Ethel. 

If adoption papers can be found... which I doubt, those papers should reveal her true parentage. 
Orphans or illegitimate children were often "adopted" into families without any legal requirements, 
even to the point of changing the child's birth surname without permission. 

However, until the truth can be discovered, Dora Belle Northcutt can, in my opinion, out of respect, 
be listed with the Samuel & Mary (BALDRIDGE) Northcutt family with the stipulation her true 
parentage has not been determined. 

<FCoyd 'Thomas (Pratt T.KC, MJL.g.L 
3 March 2011 revised 2014 
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